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EU GREEN WEEK 2026 – ACEA PARTNER EVENT PROPOSAL
1. General Information
Event: EU Green Week 2026 Partner Event
Theme: Investing in a Nature-Positive Economy
Proposed Date: 10 June 2026
Location: La Fornace – Acea, Rome - Via dell'Equitazione, 32, 00144 Roma RM
Format: High-level conference (150–200 participants)
2. Proposed Event Title
Water Infrastructure as Natural Capital: Unlocking Investment for a Nature-Positive Economy
3. Subtitle
Positioning water infrastructure as a strategic asset to drive sustainable finance, resilience and nature-positive economic growth in Europe.
4. Concept and Objectives
This high-level conference addresses a key structural challenge: the persistent financing gap in water infrastructure across Europe, which constrains resilience, environmental protection and competitiveness.
Water systems — including wastewater treatment, reuse and resource recovery — generate significant environmental value, yet remain under-recognised within “investing in nature” frameworks and sustainable finance mechanisms.
Building on Acea’s ongoing work on the European Water Resilience Strategy, which identifies water as a critical yet undervalued economic asset and highlights the need to unlock large-scale investments through new governance and financial approaches, the event aims to position water infrastructure as natural capital and to foster dialogue among policymakers, investors and industry leaders.
Particular attention will be given to scalable financial solutions to bridge this gap, including emerging tools such as Nature Credits, blue bonds and other market-based mechanisms, aimed at better capturing the environmental and economic value generated by water systems. A dedicated focus will also be placed on the EU Nature Credits framework, in connection with the European Water Resilience Strategy, to support the recognition of water systems within biodiversity and nature-related finance.
5. Target Audience
· European, national and regional policymakers and institutions
· Academia and civil society representatives
· Corporate actors 
· Investors and financial institutions
· Experts and stakeholders in sustainability and infrastructure
· Industry associations 
6. Thematic Areas
- Green infrastructure
- Sustainable finance
- Management of natural resources
- Nature-based solutions
- Nature Credits and biodiversity finance frameworks
7. Draft Agenda
10 June 2026
15:30 – 16:00 | Registration and welcome coffee
16:00 – 16:10 | Opening remarks
16:10 – 17:00 | Panel – Financing Water as Natural Capital
The panel will explore how environmental benefits, including biodiversity protection, water security, and pollution reduction, delivered by modern water infrastructure investments, such as treatment plants and basin restorations, can be included into Nature Credit frameworks and Sustainable Finance mechanisms. 
17:00 – 17:50 | Panel – Infrastructure investment frameworks
The panel will explore regulatory and financial methodologies, and instruments to translate the natural value of water infrastructure investment into bankable revenue streams.
17:50 – 18:20 | Final discussion and wrap up

18:20 – 19:00 | Networking session
